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PSALM cxxv,, 3. 
The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. 


T HE inſpired writer of this pſalm (who- 


ever he was) has maniteſt reference to 

ſome great and remarkable deliverance, 

which had been wrought for the people of God. 
He firſt calls their attention to the wonderful 
ſalvation, which they had experienced, and re- 
minds them of the great plcaſure and delight. 
which they enjoyed, on the occaſion ; and 
then, under the impreſſions of piety and reli- 
gious ' philoſophy, teaches'them to adore the 
provided of the Almighty, and to aſcribe 
their reſcue nom fore affliction and adverlity, 
and reſtoration to a proſperous and happy con- 
dition, to the gracious interpolition of divine 
power. The Lord, ſays he, hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad. In which 
words, he directs the ove to look above 


means, inſtruments, ſecond cauſes and ſubordi- 
nate agents, to that ſupreme over-ruling Power, 
Who 


who has univerſal nature under his controul ; 
and leads them to acknowledge God, as the 


author of that great ſalvation, which had 
filled their hearts with joy and gladneſs. 


And nothing ſure can better become a 
people profeſſing godlineſs, than to eye the 
hand of providence, in all events; and eſpe- 
cially to acknowledge the interpoſition of the 
Deity in ſuch events and occurrences, as are 
great, important, remarkable and intereſting ; 
and devoutly to celebrate his praiſes, as their 
ſaviour and deliverer, when they have been 
reſcued from danger, diſtreſs and grievous 


_ calamity, and put into ſafe, proſperous and 


happy circumſtances. This, which is the 
univerſal doctrine of ſcripture, is clearly im- 
'plied in the text; nor can it be doubted by 
any one, who entertains juſt conceptions of 
God, as the ſupreme Ruler and Governor of 
the world. 255 


As rational and dependant creatures, jt 
behoves us to cultivate the noſt exalted ideas 
of God's univerſal government and dominion, 
and to endeavour to poſſeſs our minds with 
an habitual realizing perſuaſion, that his pro- 
vidence preſides over all the affairs of the 
world, and guides all the movements of na- 
ture ; that he pulls down one nation and ſets 
up another, as he pleaſes, and ſuperintends 
all the revolutions” that take place in the 
kingdoms of men; that he . 
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( 
(to us uncertain) iſſues of war, and over · rules 
the paſſions of men, and the free motions 
of their wills, in ſuch a manner, as to make 
them ſubſervient to his purpoſes of judgment 
or mercy ; that he forms the warrior and the 
ſtateſman, the hero, patriot and politician, 
beſtowing accompliſhments, abilities, wiſdom, 
ſkill, proweſs and reſolution, on whom he 
pleaſcs, for anſwering the deſigns of his pro- 
vidence ; and laitly, that although his inter- 
poſitions may ſeldom be miraculous, in a ſtrict 
ſenſe, yet his agency is really and tiuly con- 
cerned in dcciding the event of all human 
undertakings ; all thoſe contingencies and 
circumitances which ſerve to raiſe or depreſs 
the ſpirits of men, to influence their counſels 
and operations, or to promote or obſtruct 
their meaſures, being ſubje& to his direction 
and ſovereign diſpoſal, , | 


Were our minds poſſeſſed of theſe ex- 
alted ideas concerning divine providence, we 
ſhould picrce through the veil of ſecond 
cauſes and inſtruments, and view the diſpoſing 
hand of God in all events. Animated by 
theſe ſentiments, we ſhould always be ready 
to adore the goodneſs and power of the 
ſupreme Ruler; eſpecially when we have 
experienced any remarkable deliverances and 
ſignal ſucceſſes. On ſuch occaſions our hearts 
would naturally adopt that grateful language, 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us ; not unto 
our wiſdom, policy or power ; but unto thy: 
name be the glory, © 1 


+ = us 
I preſume, my hearers, you are all ſuch 


ſtrong believers, in the doctrine of providence, 
that, if you have any tolerable acquaintance - - 


Vith facts, I need not make uſe of any argu- 


ments to perſuade you to apply the language 
of the text, on this occaſion. With the greateſt 
propriety may we fay, The Lord hath done 
great things for us; whereof we are glad. 


What I intend; in the proſecution of this 


text, is to bring into view ſome of thoſe great 


things, which God hath done for us and our 
country, which have been the occaſion of 
great rejoicing of heart, and demand our 
grateful acknowledgments to the ſupreme 
Difpoſer of events. This I ſhall endeavour, 
in order. to Excite in your breaſts, and my 


own, ſuch ſentiments. of piety, devotion and 


gratitude, as ſhall be ſuitable to the wonderful 
interpoſitions of a merciful providence, and 
to the diſtinguiſhing vouchſatements of divine 
goodneſs, of which we, and the people of 


New- England and confederated America, have 


had large and happy experience. 


I now find myſelf introduced into an exten- 
ſive field, which abounds with a vaſt variety 
of objects, adapted to excite adoration and 
praiſe, to- the Author of all good. But for 
want of time, I ſhall be obliged to confine 
mylelf to a few only of thoſe numerons 
objects, deſerving our grateful remembrance, 
which ſuch a ipacious field exhibits to view. 

Time 


* 
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Time would fail me, ſhould I turn you back 
to the earlier periods of the country, and 
attempt to diſplay the wonders of divine 
goodneſs towards our worthy anceſtors, who, 
rather than ſubmit to the iron rod of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical tyranny, emigrated from their 

native land, and ſought and found an aſylum 
in the inhoſpitable wilds of America. Time 
would fail me, to recount the many ſignal 
inſtances, of divine interpoſition, for their 
relief in diſtreſs, protection in danger, and 
ſupport and deliverance, when engaged in 
bloody wars with the ſavage natives. Time 
would fail me, to ſhew how they proſpered 
and flouriſhed under the ſmiles of a propitious 
providence, notwithſtanding the many difficul- 


ties and obſtacles, ſeemingly infarmountable, 


with which they had to encounter ; and how 
their poſterity, under the continued unremitted 
care of Heaven, ſpread themſelves overy the 
face of the land, and grew up to a great peo- 
ple, maintaining, all along, their civil and reli- 
gious rights, in oppoſition to all the attempts 
of enterprizing ambition or hoſtile violence, 
to wreſt the ſame out of their hands. Time 
would fail me to give you an account of theſe 
things; I ſhall therefore leave them to your 
grateful recolleRion, in private, with the aſſiſ- 
tance of ſuch hiſtorics, as you may be fur- 
niſned with; and turn your thoughts upon 
things more recent, which do in a peculiar 
manner, claim our attention, and call for our 


thankful acknowledgments, on this occaſion. 
B Neves 
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Never had any people greater occaſion for 
thankſgiving, than the inhabitants. of theſe 
States, at the preſent day. It becomes us all 
to enquire, what we ſhall render to the Lord, 
for the great thmgs he has done for us, 
He has ſupported, protected and defended us, 
amidit the moſ} alarming dangers and haz- 
zardous conflicts. He has crowned our vir- 
tuous efforts for the defence of our country 
with glorious fucceſs, and reſtored to us the 
bleſſings of peace and public tranquility The 
happy concluſion of a long and diſtreſſing 
war, lays us under infinite obligations of 
gratitude, to the Lord God of hoſts, who has 
been our ſhield and defence, our glory and the 
liſter up of our heads. Reſcued from danger, 
from the havock, defolations-and carnage of 
war, and put into the peaceable and full poſ- 
ſeſſion of liberty and independence, the grand 
objects of our conteſt, we muſt be ſtupid, if 
we do not refoice in the God of our ſalvation, 


and adore his providence, which has wrought 


ſo great deliverance for us, and raiſed us to a 
confpicuous place, upon thetheatreof nations. 


How great, my hearers, is the ſalvation, 
which the Lord God omnipotent hath wrought 
for us! Amid ſurrounding perils, under 
diſcouraging proſpects, in the depth of trouble 
and diſtreſs, when our affairs were in a moſt 
intricate, perplexed and alarming ſituation, we 
cried unto the Lord, who graciouſly inclined 
his car, and heard us; infpired us with __ 

tude 
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wde and reſolution, proportionate to our dan» 
gers and diffic ulties; enabled us to defend our 
cauſe againſt the utmoſt efforts of the wiſdom, 
power and policy of our enemies; and by a 
ſeries of events, in which his merciful inter- 
poſition was remarkably concerned, has indu- 
ced thoſe, who waged an unjuſt war againſt 
us, to relinquiſh their unreaſonable claims, to 
grant us all, yea much more than we contend- 
ed for, at firſt, and to negotiate a peace with 
us upon the footing of equality and mutual 
independence. We may now therefore with 
the greateſt pertinency adopt that language of 
the plalmiſt, The Lord hath brought us up 
out of the horrible pit, out of the miry clay; 
he hath ſet our feet upon a rock, and eflabliſhed 
our goings. He hath put a new ſong of 


praiſe into our mouths. 


How different has been the ſtate of our 
affairs this year, from what it was in years 
paſt ! What a wonderful ſhifting of the 
ſcene ! What a reviving tranſition from woe 
and ſorrow to joy and triumph! from gloomy 
' uncertainties and anxious apprehenſions, to fair 
and bright proſpects! from ſtorms and tem- 

ts, to calmneſs and ſerenity! from a dark 
and dreadful night, to a more glorious day 
than ever before beamed upon this weſtern 
hemiſphere! Inſtead of the alarms of war, 
and the frequent tidings of battles, and ſlaugh- 
ter, and garments relied in blood, our ears and 
- our 
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our hearts have been entertained with the 
more agreeable and welcome news of peace, 
upon terms honourable and advantageous. 


Let us take a brief retroſpective view of the 
footſteps of divine providence in the riſe, pro- 
greſs and concluſion of the late war; and 
attend a little to the cauſes and events, which 
concurred to make us an independent nation, 
and which led to our final cſtabliſhment in the 
peaceable poſſeſſion of our fundamental rights 
and liberties. //hofo is wiſe and will obſerve 
theſe things, even he ſhall underſtand the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord. 


Great Britain, as if leſt to judicial infatua- 
tion, by her Hadviſed and arbitrary meaſures 
and politics, kindled the flames of the late 
war, which, in event, has proved not leſs glo- 
rious for vs, than humiliating to her ambitious 
pride. Had ſhe not aſſumed an unreaſonable 
authority over us; had ſhe not endeavoured 
to rob us of the eſſential rights of human 
nature, granted and confirmed to us, by the 
great Lord of heaven and earth, in the charter 
of our being; in ſhort, had ſhe not attempted 
to ſubje& us to her deſpotic government, we 
ſhould have remained in friendly union with 
her to this day, without entertaining a thought 
of reſiſting her power, or breaking our con- 
nection with her. From an unaccountable 
blindneſs to her own intereſt and inattention 
to the principles of Juſtice and equity, ſhe 

reduced 
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reduced us to this alternative, either to give 
up our pretenſions to liberty, and ſubmit to 
her unlimited claim of authority, to“ make 
laws hindino upon us in all caſes uhatſocver; 
or elſe to riſque the conſequer ce of incurring 
her anger, and oppoſing her power. Our 
ſituation was then cxceedingly perplexed and 
difficult. If we ſubmitted, it was obvious, 
that our lives, liberties and eſtates were at 
once ſubjected to her arbitrary diſpoſal; and 
that we ſhould become ſlaves ourſelves, and 
entail ſlavery on our poſterity: if we reſiſted, 
we had reaſon to dread her wrath and power, 
and to be atraid of the conſequences. Petitions 
and remonſtrances availed no more, than chaff 
before the wind. Deaf, inexorable and obfti- 
nate, ſhe perſiſted in her claims, and treated 
our complaints with negle& or inſult. Find- 
ing all other means inefſectual (as became frees 
men) we ventured to reſiſt, and left the event 
with Gpd. A dark and gloomy cloud then 
ſpread itſelf over America, threatning a terrible 
ftorm of havock, ſlaughter and blood. The 
ſtorm burſt upon us, and we felt, ſeverely felt, 
the dreadful ſhock. The plains of Lexington, 
reeking with the blood of ſeveral of our brave 
countrymen, who were wantonly ſlain by a 
party of Britiſh troops, firſt announced the 
commencement of war. The moſt diſtreſſing 

and hazzardous ſcenes ſoon opened upon us. 
Then were we in perils from every quarter; 


in perils from an hoſtile fleet, which inveſted 
our 


( i ) 
our ſea coaſts, threatning to cut off all commu- 
nication and intercourſe between us and other 


nations, and ſo to deprive us of all chance of 


procuring neceſſary ſupplies for carrying on 
a war: in perils from a well diſciplined and 
formidable army, which had actually invaded 
our land, in order to force us into uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion: in perils from the ſcattered 
tribes of ſavages, that bordered upon us, who, 
by the inſtigation of Britiſh emiſſaries, kept 
our frontiers in continual alarms, by their 
hoſtile incurſions: in perils alſo from the 
inſidious arts, ſecret plots and ſtratagems of 
many of our own countrymen, who, either 
from a miſtaken perſuaſion of the injuſtice 
of our cauſe, or from fears of the ſuppoſed 
emnipotence of Britain, did all they could, ro 
diſconcert our meaſures ind weaken our hands, 
and to aid and aſiſt the evil deſigns of our 
enemies. But amidſt all theſe ' ſurroundin 
perils, the Almighty was our protg&or, 10 
that our enemies could not prevail. 


The providence of God was remarkably 
viſible, in it's effects, both in uniting the inha- 
bitants of theſe ſtates, at firſt, to oppoſe the 
arbitrary meaſures of Britain, and in cementing 
that union afterwards, by the ties of the ſtricteſt 
eonfederacy, for their common ſafety and 
defence, even when appearances were very 
doubtful and unpromiſing. That a people, ſo 


" diſtant from one another; and ſo different, in 


many reſpects, in their manners, cuſtoms and 
modes 


1 
modes of living, from whence ſtrong local pre- 
judices commonly ariſe; ſhould be ſo generally 
inſpired, as it were with one ſoul, and breathe 
the ſame ſpirit ; and, regardleſs of the frowns 
and inſidious flatteries of Britain, ſhould bind 
themſelves together in the cloſeft alliance, to 
oppole her as a common enemy, and reſiſt her 
even to blood ; and ſhould have the courage to 
erect themſelves into a national ſtate, and to 
adhere to their independence and ſovereignty, 
amidſt the greateſt diſcouragements and diffi- 
culties, and moſt alarming dangers ; cannot be 
accounted for, without acknowledging the 
interpoſing agency of that almighty Being, 
who has immediate acceſs to all minds, and to 
whoſe providence (as has already been ſug- 
geſted) are ſubject all thoſe contingencies and 
concurring circumſtances, which influence the 
reſolutions and actions of men. 


Our inſufficiency, according to human cal- 
culations, for the hazzardous conflict, in which f 
we have been engaged, was mercifully hidden 
from us, and from our enemies, at the begin- 
ning of the conteſt. A full knowledge of our 
weakneſs, and the extreme dangers and diffi- 
culties of our ſituation, would have tended to 
diſhearten us, to relax our efforts, and abate: 
the vigor of our exertions ; and at the ſame 
time, it would have fired our enemies with 
double ardor, and might have ſpirited them to 
have puſhed into the country, with their 
whole collected force, at the only time, when 


they 
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they had any fair chance of conquelt ; I mcan, 
at the time, when we were firſt plunged into 
the war ; our circumſtances then being ſuch, 
that according to human probabilitics, our ene- 
mies might have ſwallowed us up quick, had 


not God, in his providence, laid them under 


the reſtraints of fear, and intimidated them in 
ſuch a degree, that all their boaſted courage 
evapourated in puff. 


It is well known, that at the commence- 


ment of hoſtilities we were weak, and with- 


out ally. We were without money, without 
ammunition, and but wretchedly armed to 
meet an enemy. We were undiſciplined, and 
unprovided with the neceſſaries for carrying 
on a war. But our enemies had not the cou- 
rage to take the advantage of theſe circum- 
ſtances, ſo much againſt us, and in their fa- 
your ; on the contrary, though helpleſs and 
unprepared, we were enabled to confine them 
in the capital of this commonwealth for almoſt 
twelve months, and eventually to drive them 
from thence, notwithſtanding all their boaſts 
of power to cruſh us to atoms, when they 
pleaſed. This was the Lord's doing, and it 
ought always to be marvellous in our eyes. 


Let me add, as an inſtance of God's great 
goodneſs to us, under theſc unhappy circum- 
ſtances, that we were ſupplied with the war- 
like ſtores we moſt needed, from a quarter 
from which ws lcaſt expected them; they 
| | being 


9 
being taken from our enemies and conveyed to 
us, by little armed cruiſers, whoſe ſueceſs on 
the watery element, where we had no thoughts 


at firſt of atchieving any thing, exceeded our 
moſt ſanguine hopes. | ; 


It is worthy alſo of our grateful obſervas 

tion, that God, who to ſerve his own purpoſes, 
ometimes, hides wiſdom from the wiſe, was 

pleaſed to leave our enemies to adopt ſuch mea- 
ſures, in theproſecution of their unjuſt deſigns, 
as contributed at once to their own diſappoint- 
ment, and to the promotion of our righteous 
cauſe. That they endeavoured, by threats 
and cruelties ; by the barbarous uſage of many, 
- who fell into their power; and by marking 
their footſteps with havock and devaſtation, 
wherever they prevailed ſo far as to penetrate 
the country ; that they endeavoured by ſuch 
means, to diſhearten and difcourage us, and 
frighten us into laviſh ſubmiſſions, will never 
be forgotten. They ſcemcd to lay it down as 
an undoubted principle, that the conſtitution- 
fin of America, was cowardice, till they were 
undeceived by ſad experience. Their arts of 
intimidation, far from anſwering their purpoſe, 
rather ſerved to ſtrengthen the zeal and reſo- 
lution of the friends of liberty, and to add 
deſperation to their courage, by giving a moſt 
alarming view of the awful conſequences, to be 
expected from the ſucceſs of their arms. It 
was evident that they conſidered, and, as ſoon: 
as they ſhould be able, meant to puniſn 
3 patriotiſm, 
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patriotiſm, as high treaſon and rebellion. From 
the temper which they diſcovered, every one, 
who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a faſt friend 
to the liberties of his country, had reaſon to 
fear, if they ſhould gain their point, that a 
cruel and ignominious death would be his por- 
tion ; or if he ſhould be permitted to live, that 
his life would be made miſerable, by abuſes 
and inſults, impriſonment and confiſcations. 
So that undeſignedly, they took the moſt 
effectual methods, to rouſe the courage and 
valour of America into heroic exertions, and 
to provoke every patriot to make the moſt 
deſperate reſiſtance. 


There was a time, when, if our enemies had 
improved their advantages, in the exerciſe of 
that graciousand merciful diſpoſition, of which 
they have ſo often boaſted, and. which they 
always attributed to their ſovereign, it might 
have proved injurious, if not fatal to our cauſe. 
The time I have particular reference to, was, 
when they over-run the ſtate of New-Jerſcy, in 
the year 1776. Our affairs were then in an 
almoſt ruined fituation ; and it ſeemed next 
to impoſſible to retrieve them. At that 
time, had our enemies tempered their ſuc- 
cefles with clemency and moderation, they 
might, in a grcat meaſure, have appeaſed the 
fears of people, and made them the more 
ready to entertain thoughts of ſubmiſſion to 
SGreat-Britain. The wavering would doubt- 
leſs have been ſecured on their fide, and added 

greatly 
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greatly to the number of their adherents, 
But the cauſe was from the Lord; who 
therefore left them to purſue the dictates of 
their own haughty tempers; in conſequence 
of which, their ſucceſſes eventually turned to 
their diſadvantage, by giving people a' full 
proof of the neceſſity of tempting all hazzards, 
rather than ſubmit. I might mention other 
inſtances of their falling into the like error, 
when ſucceſs and victory attended their arms; 
but, for brevity's ſake, ſhall leave them to 
your own recollection. 


God has alſo manifeſted his marvellous 
loving kindneſs to us, in defeating the treaſon- 
able conſpiracies of diſguiſed enemies among 
ourſelves, by timely diſcoveries. One inſtance 
of this kind is ſo memorable, that it will never 
be forgotten. I mean the bringing to light 
the treachery of one, who had the honour 
of a diſtinguiſhed rank in our army, when 
he had concerted a plan for giving up a moſt 
important fortreſs, on the North River, into 
the hands of the enemy, whereby the commu+ 
nication between the northern and ſouthern 
ſtates would have been in a great meaſure 
cut off. This infernal plot was happily diſ- 
covered, when it was juſt ripe for execution ; 
whereby the extenſive miſchief intended was 
prevented, and the treaſonable author accord- 
ny to his deſerts, doomed to everlaſting 
nfamy. In this inſtance, was remarkably 

3 1 veriſied 
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veriſied what Eliphaz ſays of the Almighty; 


He diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, ſe 
that their hands cannot perform their enter- 
prize, —and the counſel of the froward is car- 
ried headlong. 5 


Let me further add, that there is, I believe, 
ſcarcely any perſon, who has attended to the 
footſteps of divine providence, in the viciſſi- 
tudes of the late war, but muſt have obſerved, 
that we were ſometimes diſappointed, when 


we ſuppoſed we had a fair proſpect of ſuccels ; 


and on the other hand, were often ſucceeded, 
when our affairs wore ſuch a dark and gloomy 
aſpect, as rendered ſucceſs exceedingly doubtful. 
In ſuch diſpenſations, ſo contrary to human 
views and conjectures, it was doubtleſs the 
deſign of Heaven, to lead us to the acknow- 
ledgement of a power ſuperior to ourſelves, 
and diſpoſe us to eye the hand of One above, 
who governs all things here below. 


It is worthy of particular obſervation, and 
ought always to be remembered with thankſ- 
giving, that the ſucceſſes of our enemies, by 
the providence of God, were in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, wonderfully over-ruled for our advan- 
tage. We have often found, by experience, 
that what we judged unfavourable eyents, were 
only bleſſings in diſguiſe ; being preparatory 
ſleps to fame great events in our favour. . The 
victories of our enemies, often brought them 


into ſuch a ſituation, as turned the ſcale againſk 
1 5 4 Bo Y R : them, ; 


ä 
them, and prepared the way for their defeat. 
When they drove our little army before them 
through the {tate of New - Jerſey, and obliged 
our noble general to croſs the Delaware, in 
order to avoid falling into their hands, they 
ſeemed to think they had nearly compleated 
the conqueſt of the country, and ſhould meet 
with very little if any.more reſiſtance. But 
this ſucceſs only ſerved to lull them into ſecu- 
rity, and to encourage them to ſcatter and 
divide into parties, for the maintainance of 
diſtant poſts, and ſo made way for the battles 
of Trenton and Princeton, in both which we 
were victorious, and which ſoon ſhifted the 
fcene of our affairs, and brightened our 
proſpects. General Burgoyne's ſucceſs, in the 
reduction of Tyconderoga, was alſo in it's 
eonſequence moſt unfortunate for them, and 
happy for us. Elated with this victory, fluſhed 
with confidence of further ſucceſs, and, in 
imagination, arraying himſelf (to uſe a ſcrip- 
ture metaphor) with the country, as with a 
garment, this ill-fated general imprudently 
puſhed forward, until he found himſelf ſo 
enſnared,. that he was obliged to ſurrender 
' himſelf with his whole army, to the brave 
freemen of America, Such inſtances of our 
enemies being inſnared by their own victories, 
ſhould lead us to adore the providence of God, 
whoſe way ic in the ſea, whoſe path is in the 
* — waters, and whyje*+ footſieps. are not 
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The capture of general Burgoyne, with his 


army, as it was effected without the aid of 


any human ally, was a moſt glorious event to 
America, and was ſoon attended with very 
important conſequences. It raiſed theſe ſtates 
to an honourable and reſpectable conſideration 
among the powers of Europe; and was that 
which induced the French nation openly to 
eſpouſe our cauſe, and unite themſelves with 
us in a friendly alliance. This preſents to 
view another inſtance of the great goodneſs 
of God to us, for which we ought to celebrate 
his praiſes, this day, viz. his raiſing up for us 
an ally, in one of the firſt European powers. 
France, no doubt, was influenced by views 


of policy and interelt ro patronize our cauſe, 
and afford us aid. But this is perfectly con- 


ſiſtent with believing the interpoſing agency 
of providence, in the caſe. For how came. 
France to view it as for her intereſt to form 
analliance with us, and make the independence 


of America an object of her moſt determined 


purſuit? To ſay nothing of immediate im- 


preſſions; was not this owing, in a great 


degree, to a certain concurrence of contingen- 


' gies, circumſtances and events? And was not 


this concurrence of influential cauſes ordered 


by God? This will not be denied by any 
one, who believes that the world, and the 
affairs of it, are under the government of 


divine providence, 
Let 


( #3 ) 

Let me add, that as it would be ingratitude 
to God, to deny his interpoſition in bringing 
about an alliance, from which we received 
the moſt important aſſiſtances; ſo it would 
be great baſeneſs and diſingenuity towards our 
allies, to deny their generoſity in affording us 
aid, merely becauſe they ſaw and felt them- 
ſelves intereſted in the event of the war, m 
which we were engaged. For let any nation 
be deprived of all ſenſe of intereſt, of all re- 
gard to their own welfare, and they will at 
once become incapable of the impreflions of 
friendſhip and generoſity, and of being moved 
to action by any inducements proper to influ- 
. ence rational beings. If we ſuppoſe that where 
the principle of ſelf-love has any influence, 
there can be no generoſity, we muſt alſo ſup- 
poſe that there never was and never will be any 
generoſity in the world; it being impoſlibleto 
mention any action, that a man can be excited 
to perform by any motives that can be laid 
before him, if he is void of love to himſelf. 
That man is friendly, is kind and generous, 
who affords us aid in time of need, and does 
thoſe things for our relief and ſupport, which 
we cannot claim as our juſt due, although he 
ſhould not be influenced ſolely by a concern 
for our welfare, but a regard to his own 
felicity, either in this world, or that to come, 


or both, ſhould be the main ingredient in 7 


motive of his beneficent actions. 


4. 
I would further obſerve, that as our allies 
: deſerve an honourable remembrance, for their 
generous interpoſition in ſupport of our rights 
. againſt: the violent attacks of Britain; ſo our 
own patriotic army, who have done valiantly 
for their country, and all thoſe, who have per- 
ſonally jeoparded their lives, and in the face 
of every danger, bravely exerted themſelves, 
in defence of our common rights and liberties, 
are intitled to particular honourable regards. 
And ſuch they will doubleſs receive, if our 
- virtue and patriotiſm.can keep the aſcendency 
of our avarice. But leaving this matter to your 
own ingenuous feelings; | 


Let me now lead you to the ſouthward, and 
give you a view of ſome of the wonderful ap- 
pearances of providence for America, in that 
quarter; particularly in the year 1781, which 
terminated gloriouſly for us, and ſo much to 
the diſappointment of our enemies, that from 
that time they ſeemed to give up the thoughts 
of conqueſt, and to be diſpoſed for peace. 


At the opening of the campaign, in the laſt 
mentioned year, our affairs were .involved in 
gloomineſs and darkneſs, and appearances were 
exccedingly unfavourable. Having captured 
our army, under our worthy General Lincoln, 
14 and overcome all reſiſtance, our enemies were 
1 in full poſſeſſion of Georgia and South Caro- 
1 lina. After erecting forts and garriſons, ih 


thoſe ſtates, and leaving a ſufficient * as 
they 
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they ſuppoſed, to ſecure what they had gained, 


Lord Cornwallis, with his victorious army, 
moved northward, in order to join a body of 
troops, ſent from New-York to Virginia; by 
which junction they hoped to ſubdue the laſt 
mentioned large and wealthy ſtate, and bring 
all the ſouth into ſubmiſſion to the Britiſh king. 
This junction Cornwallis effected, after forcing 
his way through North- Carolina, where, tho 
he met with ſome check from eur forces un- 


der the heroic general Greene, yet it did not 


prevent his obtaining tlie object in view. At 
that time our force in Virginia under the 
Marquis Fayette; was by no means ſufficient 
to face the enemy under Cornwallis. And we 
had rcaſon to tremble for the fate of general 
Greene, who marched with his little army into 
South-Carolina, wherey ſurrounded with ene- 
mics, ſtrengly poſted and garriſoned, as well 
as ſuperior to him in numbers, he could not 
expect any aſſiſtance or ſucceurs from the 


northward, by reaſon of the . diſtance and. 


other circumſtances. We were alſo under 
great embarraſnents, by the failure of our 
medium of trade, and the loſs of public credit, 
which rendred it extremely difficult, ro make 
thoſe. exertions which ſuch an alarming criſis 
required. But under theſe diſcouraging cir- 
cumſtances and gloomy proſpects, Heaven in- 
terpoſed, and moſt marvellouſly defeated our 
enemies, and fruſtrated their raiſed expectations. 
Their ſucceſſes once more turned to their dif- 


advantage ; and once more they were enſnared 
D by 
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by the work of their own hands. The Lord 
God of hoſts gloriouſly diſplayed his power, 
in ſupporting our army under general Greene, 
in many ſevere and bloody battles, and giving 
them ſuch ſucceſs, that they ſoon wreſted from 
the enemy the two ſouthermoſt ſtates, excepting 
two towns, near the ſea ; w:.creby a remarkable 
change in our affairs was produced, in that 
quarter, and our hopes of further ſucceſs 
greatly encouraged. But the moſt important 
and memorable event of the ycar, was that 
which cloſed the campaign; I mean, the ſur- 
render of Cornwallis and his army, in Vir- 
ginia, to the united forces of America and her 
allies, under the command of the renowned 
and magnanimous general Waſhington, as 
great and excellent a character as adorns the 
preſent age, or can be found among the moſt 
celebrated heroes of antiquity. This glorious 
event proved very deciſive, in it's conſequences ; 
as it effectually diſcouraged our enemies from 
proſecuting their plans of conqueſt, and pre- 
pared the way for a peace, in which they have 
allowed us the undiſputed poſſeſſion of ſove- 
rcignty and independence. 


There was no event during the war, in 
which the hand of providence was more viſibly 
concerned, than in this. It was brought about 
under a remarkable coincidence of favorable 
circumſtances. Our enemies were permitted, 
to break through all oppoſition, till they put 
themſelves into the ſituation, which ang 

their 


CY 
their final overthrow, The plan for attacking 
them, in Virginia, was, to admiration, kept a 
profount ſecret, till it was ripe for execution; 
though it muſt have been concerted many 

mouths before, and muſt have been known 
to Count de Rochambeau, the general of the 
forces of our allies, to Count de Graſſe, the 
admiral of their fleet, and doubtteſs to many 
others, beſides our worthy commander in chief. 
By this ſecrecy, and ſome movements that 
ſeemed to indicate different intentions, our 
enemies were entirely deceived, as to the object 
in view, until it was too late to interrupt our 
purſuit of it. Winds, ſeas and ſeaſons, and all 
other circuniflances and incidents, marvellouſly 
conſpired to form a junction between the fleet 
of our allies and our land forces, at the time 
appointed. A moſt perfect harmony ſubſiſted 
in the allied army, and gave ſtrength and vigor 
to their united operations. To every one, 
who conſiders theſe things, the wonderful 
interpoſition of divine providence, in the cap- 
ture of Corn wallis, muſt appear plain and ob- 
vious. Irreligion itſelf can ſcarcely deny, that 
we owe a tribute of praiſe to the ſupreme 
Governor, for this great and glorious event. 


I might mention many other inſtances of 
God's gracious appearance for us, in the courſe 
of the late war, from the firſt riſe, through 
all the ſtages, viciſſitudes and hazzardous 

rogreſs of it, to it's happy concluſion ; but 


being conſined to the limits of a ſermon, and 
inſtances 
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inflances of this kind being very numerous, 
I am obliged to pals by many particulars. 
What has been ſaid, is enough to awaken 
our gratitude to the ſupreme diſpoſer of events, 
if there be a ſpark of ingenuity in our breaſts, 


In the furnace of affliction, we have been 
exerciſed with ſevere and fiery trials, But 
our greateſt troubles were, in ſome meaſure, 
alleviated by a certain intermixture of 900d, 
The darkeſt and moſt melancholy ſcencs, in 
which we were involved, had ſome rays of 
divine goodnefs, ſhining through them, which 
ſerved to cheer and ſupport our ſpirits, and 
nouriſh the pleaſing hope of an happy iſſue. 
And frequently light aroſe ſuddeniy out of 
_ obſcurity, and ſhone with ſuch a bright luſtre, 
as gave us the moſt animating and flattering 
proſpects. But then again our proſpects 
would be darkned by the occurrence of ſome 
ſorrowful event; by ſome diſappointment or 
misfortune, by ſome ſucceſs or victory of our 
enemies. Though ſuch unfavourable events, 
were only temporary evils, and in many in- 
ſtances (as has been ſhewn) ſerved to prepare 
the way for ſome great good, and were in the 
end over-ruled for our advantage; yet they 
were very grevious and diſtreſſing, for a while. 
Amidſt an alternate ſucceſſion of good and 
evil, of ſucceſs and diſappointment, our minds. 
could not but labour, in anxious ſuſpence 
about the final event of things. Our ſituation 
was calamjtous ; our troubles were great; and 
| our 
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our difficulties ſometimes ſeemed almoſt infure- 
mountable. We knew that our all, in this 
world, was at ſtake, and that the effects of 
our conflict, would be felt, not by ourſelves 
only, but by our poſterity, to the lateſt gene- 
ration. We could not therefore be uncon- 
cerned, while the book of futurity was ſealed, 
and the iſſue of things lay hid in uncertainty. 


But this year has ſcattered all clouds of 
doubt, and freed our minds from the pains of 
anxious ſuſpence. I congratulate you, my 
friends, on the rgturn of the bleſſings of 

cace. It is impoſlible to expreſs the effuſions 
of gladneſs, which I felt, upon the firſt certain 
intelligence we received, of a ceſſation of 
hoſtilities, and of the ſettled preliminaries of 
a peace, as much for the honour and glory 
of America, as the moſt ſanguine patriot could 
expect. The breaſt of every true friend to 
his country expanded with joy, on the occa- 
ſion, and received the glad tidings with the 
moſt cordial welcome. Glory be to God m 
the higheſt, who has been pleaſed to diſpoſe 
the belligerent powers to ſheath the devouring 
ſword, and put a ſtop to the effuſion of hu- 
man blood. Glory be to God in the higheſ, 
who has induced our enemies to acknowledge 
vs as an independent nation, and to allow us 
the peaceable enjoyment of all the rights of 
human nature, together with the undiſputed 
poſſeſſion of as large an extent of territory, 
as our moſt raiſed expeclationꝭ ever flattered 
| @: us 
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us with the proſpect of. Though we have 
not yet received official intelligence of the 
completion of the definitive treaty, yet we. 
have had ſuch authentic information of it, 
as puts it paſt all doubt. We may now there- 
fore put off the harneſs with joy and triumph; 
our peace and liberty, being eſtabliſhed, upon 
2 baſis, as we truſt, ſure and permanent ; and 
apply ourſelves, without danger, to the culti- 
yation of the mild and gentle arts of domeſtic 
comfort, proſperity and happineſs. Each one 
may now retire under his own vine and fig- 
tree, and have none to male him afraid. 


A new and flattering ſcene has opened up- 
on us; but I cannot help ſometimes looking 
beyond the ſcene as it reſpect us, under a per- 
ſuaſion that God may have deſigned the be- 
neſit of other ſtates and kingdoms, by the great 
revolution which he has brought about in 
America. For beſides that by this means there 
is an aſylum provided, to which the oppreſſed 
and diſtreſſed of the human race in all quarters 
of the globe, may repair and be fafe ; this 
7 will probably greatly affect the politics 
14 of Europe, and be attended with important 
Wl conſequences on the other fide of the Atlan- 
bil tic. Animated by the brave example of Ame- 
4 rica, Ireland has already been rouſed to aſſert 
her liberties, and contend for her rights; nor 
has ſhe been unſucceſsful, having gained ſome 
points, which may encourage her to hope, that 


ſhe ſhall eventually be able to tear from hex 
| | neck, 


* 49 
neck, that yoke of Britiſh oppreſſion, with 
which ſhe has long been galled. Nor is it 
unlikely, that this American revolution may 
produce great changes in Britain, and other 
parts of Europe ; and prepare the way for 


ſuch alterations in their ſyſtem of politics, as 
ſhall be friendly to the liberties of mankind, 


and ſerve to cor fine the power of arbitrary 


princes and potentates within narrower bounds. 


The noble ſentiments of liberty which have 

been diſplayed in the reſolutions of Congreſs, 
and of the ſeveral aſſemblies of theſe ſtates; and 
the heroic exertions which we have made in 
the cauſe of freedom, have attracted the atten- 
tion and excited the admiration of Europe. 
The friends of freedom and lovers of human 


kind there, have been warmed by that facred 


flame of liberty, which Britiſh tyranny firſt 
inkindled here. Nor is it improbable that, 


under the influence of more inlarged and ex- 


tended views of the eſſential rights of human 
nature, they may be ſpirited to do all that in 
them lies, to weaken the power of deſpotiſm, 
and promote the revival of dying and decay- 
ing liberty. 


The wiſe more wiſdom from the wiſe acquire, 
c As one brave hero fans another's fire.“ 


Should the principles, upon which we have 
erected ourleives into an independent nation, 
in conſequence of our ſucceſs, be adopted by 

other 
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ether countries, tyranny would fall before 
them; the kingdom of fatan and of anti- 
chriſt would receive a terrible ſhock; and we 
ſhould have the ſatisfaction of reflefing, that 


the beneficial effects of our noble exertions, 


were not confined to ourſelves, but extended 
to others, with whom we had no immediate 


concern, and made way for the happineſs and 


proſperity of millions, who never ſaw nor will 
ſee theſe weſtern regions. But to return from 


this digreſſion, if it be one: 


We have great reaſon to be thankful, that 
we have lived to ſee an happy period to that 
diſtreſſing war, which has been the means of 
conſigning ſo many of our brave countrymen 
to the ſilent manſions of the dead. While 
we regret the loſs of thoſe of our brethren, 
friends and fellow- citizens, who have nobly 
ſhed their blood, in the late conteſt ; and drop 
2 ſympathetic tear with the near relatives, 
whoſe feelings are moſt ſenſibly rouched ; let 
us rejoice in the Lord, who was pleaſed to 
preſerve our lives through thoſe ſcenes of ſor- 
row and danger, and who has given us an op- 
portunity of celebrating the day of America's 
deliverance and emancipation. 


* 


Let me juſt obſerve, as an additional motive 
of gratitude, that God has been pleaſed this 
year to open to us the rich treaſures of his 
bounty, and to give us plenty as well as peace; 


eauling the carth to yield her increz'e in 
abundance, 


C 34 } 


abundance, and rewarding the labours of the 


huſbandman with an, affluent harveſt. We 
muſt be inſenſible, if the beſtowment of the 
bleſſings of peace and plenty at once, beſides, 
innumerable other mercies and comforts, both 


ſocial and private, does not excite our gratitude | 


to the Author of all good. 


Loet us often contemplate the goodneſs of 

God, and with thankful hearts celebrate his 
marvellous loving kindneſs towards us. That 
we may feel a conſtant flow of ardent, cordial 
praiſe to the great Author of all our mercies, 
let us keep thoſe great things which he has 
done for us, whereby he hath filled our hearts 
with joy and gladneſs, in perpetual remem- 
brance. Let us not content ourſelves with 
the thankſgivings of a day, but endeavour 


to live to the glory of that God, who has 


ſhowered down ſo many bleſſings upon vs, 
and wrought ſo great ſalvation for us; that we 
may not become liable to the cenſure, which 
the pſalmiſt applies to the Iſraelites of old; 
when he ſays, They ſang his praiſe ; they ſoon 
forgat his works. That length of time may 
not obliterate the memory of God's goodneſs 
tous, let us frequently meditate upon it; often 
call to mind the wonders of his love, which 
we have experienced; and endeavour to keep 
up a lively ſenſe of the obligations we are 
under, of gratitude and obedience, 
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My brethren, by the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs. 
of providence, we are favoured with the means 
of becoming as happy a people, as ever lived. 
Should we be otherwiſe, it muſt be owing to 
our neglect or abuſe of theſe means. When 


we conſider that the confuſions, convulſions 


and horrors of war are come to a period, and 
that our enemies, relinquiſhing their claims of 
authority and juriſdiction over us, have ac- 
knowledged vs, as a ſovereign and independent 
people, and left us in the unmoleſted enjoy- 
ment of all our rights ; when we conſider that 
we are free from the tyranny and deſpotiſm 
of foreign powers, and at peace with all the 
world: when we conſider that we are in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a large country, well watered, con- 


© fiſting of a rich and fertile ſoil, and capable 
by proper cultivation of affording full ſup- 


lies of the nceceflaries, comforts and delights 
of life, and that our extenſive ſea coaſts abound 


with good ports and commodious harbours for 
ſhipping, and fo open to us a door for all the 


advantages of commerce with other parts of 
the world : when we conſider the great profits, 


that might ariſe from our fiſhery (as ſettled by 


treaty) from navigation, and a free trade with 
all nations, (ſhould theſe objects be properly 
attended to) as well as from agriculture, and 


the ſuitable improvement of our lands: when 
ve conſider, that by the confederation of theſe 


ſtates, and by the ſeveral diſtin& conſtitutions 
of government, that have been formed by dif- 


ferent branches of the union, all poſſible care 


has 


( 


has been taken to guard againſt the encroach- 
ments of arbitrary power, and that the beſt 
proviſion, which human wildom can invent, 
has been made for our ſecure and peaceable 
enjoyment of our lives and property, with as 
great degrees of liberty, civil and religious, as 
can conſiſt with a ſocial ſtate: when we con- 
ſider, that though we are burdended with an 
heavy debt, unavoidably contracted during the 
late war, for the defence of the country, yet 
our means and reſources are fully adequate to 
the diſcharge of it : when we conſider the ad- 
vantages we enjoy for gaining a competent 
knowledge of every branch of human litera- 
ture, together with our religions privileges and 
opportunities, under the enjoyment of God's 
word and ordinances, and a preached goſpel : 
when we conſider theſe things, and attend to 


our advantages and favourable circumſtances, - 


in theſe reſpects, what appears to hinder us 
trom becoming a great and happy people, if 
it be not our own fault? Religion and virtue 
will raiſe and exalt us; vice only can fink and 
depreſs us. 


We have manifeſted a laudable zeal, in the 
cauſe of civil liberty. We have reliſted even 
to blood the power of aſpiring ambition and 
deſpotiſm. We have obtained a glorious con- 
queſt over our temporal enemies, and our hearts 
are filled with joy and exultation, on the occa- 
ſion. But ſtill we ſhall be ſtrangers to true 


kappineſs, if we are ſeryants of ſin, and ſlaves 
| ; te 


4 389 


to our own luſts. Would we be happy, we 
mult exert ourſelves to ſubdue each irregular 
appetite and paſſion, to diſengage ourſelves from 
the enſlaving power of every vicious habit, and 
to acquire that glorious internal liberty of the 
fons of God, which will make us free indeed. 
This internal liberty, as it is neceſſary to prepare 
and-qualify us for-heavenly glory and felicity, 
ſo it is neceſſary to make us capable of true 
enjoyment on earth. Without it we ſhall be 
flaves, in the worſt ſenſe, how much ſoever 
we may hate the name, and whatever out- 
ward liberty we may be in poſleſſion of. 
We ſhall have within us all the ſeeds of mi- 
ſery, ſo long as we are deſlitute of this liberty. 
And if, under the conduct of the great captain 
of our ſalvation, we will but ſtruggle and 
contend for this liberty, with the ſame zeal 
and ardor, which we have exerciſed in the 
cauſe of outward liberty, we have no reaſon 
to doubt of ſucceſs. For greater is he that 
ti with us, than he that is in the world. 


In the view of every ſerious and ſober per- 
ſon, nothing tends ſo much to darken our pre- 
ſent agreeable proſpects, as the prevalence of 
vice and wickedneſs, and that licentiouſneſs 
both in principle and practice, which, by means 
of the late war, has been introduced among us. 

If we ſuffer thoſe luſts and paſſions, — 
whence come wars, diſorders, tumults, to reign 
over us, and maintain a ſovereign ſway within 
us; if we ſuffer an avaritious ſelfiſh ſpirit to 
; ſwallow 
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ſwallow up our patriotiſm, and devour our 


public virtue; if we give way to a turbulent. 


factious temper, whenever public meaſures do 
not exactly ſuit our private views, ſeparate inte- 
reſts or particular humors ; if we ſet ourſelves 
up in oppoſition to government and lawful 
authority, and, from an unreaſonable jealouſy 
of thoſe, who are placed at the head of our 
national and political affairs, not by the orders 
or appointment of a foreign court, but by the 
ſuffrages of our own countrymen, endeavour 
to deprive them of all power to do us good, 


leſt they ſhould have it in their power to do 
us harm; if, without ſcruple or apparent re- 


morſe, we burſt the bands of moral obligation, 
and trample the laws of juſtice and equity 
underfoot; if, envious, malevolent and revenge- 
ful, we put ourſelves into a ſtate of private 
hoſtility with one another, and endeavour te 


promote ſtrife and vexatious diſcord among 


our brethren and fellow-citizens ; if we aban- 
don ourſelves to indolence and luxury, intem- 
perance, riot and profaneneſs, and live in the 
negle& of God and religion ; if ſuch be our 
temper and conduct, in vain ſhall we look for 
happineſs, although we are in poſſeſſion of all 
the materials of it; for in this caſe, internal 
diviſions and domeſtic jars, will prevent public 
proſperity, and introduce ſuch troubles, as will 


imbitter all the enjoyments and ch of life. 


But if we act a wiſer and better pa if we 
keep our irregular paſſions under Feſtraint, 
and, ſuppreſſing the motjons of pride, envy 
a an 
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and ſelfiſhneſs, cultivate a meek, quiet and 
benevolent. temper ; if we pay a ſacred regard 
to the rules of juſtice, and endeavour to ful- 
fill all moral obligation ; if we are careful to 
maintain our national honour and public cre- 
dit, by the diſcharge of all our ſacred engage- 
ments, and by giving energy to that govern- 
ment, which we ourſelves have eſtabliſhed ; 
if, by our example and influence we do, what 
in us lies, to promote harmony, love and 
friendſhip, with truth and righteouſneſs, 
among all around us; if, avoiding the expen- 
five, impoveriſhing, debilitating vices of effe- 
minacy, intemperance, idlenels and luxury, 
we apply ourſelves diligently to the virtues of 
ſobriety, induſtry, œconomy and frugality ; in 
ſhort, if we Fear God and keep his command- 
ments, and endeavour to improve the bleſſings 
of his grace and providence to the purpoſes 
of his honour, and our own felicity ; if we 
do thus, we may reaſonably indulge the pleaſing 
hopes of the continued ſmiles of Heaven, for 
railing us to a ſtill higher pitch of proſperity 
and glory, and expett to receive ſuch public 
and private bleflings as ſhall afford us as much 
comfort and delight, as can poſſibly be en- 
joyed, in ſuch a world as this. | 


Wherefore, my friends, if we love ourſelves; 
if we love our country; if we wiſh to ſee this 
land begome the glory of all lands, and to 
behold Meſe American ſtates riſing into a 
Aouriſhing empire; if we hope for the perpe- 

tuation 
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petuation of the bleſſings of peace and liberty, 


to us and to our poſterity, and deſire that the 
preſent glorious day which beams upon us, 
may never be overcaſt with clouds, nor our 
preſent bright proſpects terminate in future 
ſcenes of woe ; let us abſtain from all iniquity, 
and endeavour to” approve ourſelves to the 
God of our ſalvation by a conſcientious appli- 
cation to duty, in all its various branches. 
Then we may reſt aſſured of his bleſſing, to 
which, as we have been indebted for paſt fal- 
vation, ſo we muſt owe our ſureſt foundation 
and belt proſperity, for time to come. 


May God give us wiſdom to demean our- 
ſelves as we ought, in our preſent happy cir- 
cumſtances, and to make a ſuitable improve- 
ment of all the bleſſings of his grace and pro- 
vidence, that according to our wiſhes, hopes 
and deſires, happineſs and proſperity may 
attend us, and be the portion of our deſcen- 
dents to the lateſt generation. God grant 
this, for his mercy's ſake, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord. AMEN, 
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